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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Child abuse and neglect are
real problems in Jackson
County. Whether it is neglect
because parents are struggling
with addiction, mental illness,
and poverty, or the more horrific
cases of deliberate cruelty and
sexual abuse that make the news,
the question is the same: What
will happen to that child now?
Who will help them?

In more than one-third of all the cases, Jackson County CASA is the answer to that question. Our CASA Volunteers

visit the children and work with our CASA Attorneys and Case Supervisors to advocate for the best interests of each
child. They work diligently to make sure each of these children receives the educational, medical, and therapeutic
support they need. Our goal is that each of them will have a safe, permanent, home, either with a biological parent or
relative, or with a new adoptive family.

This year, we launched a new program to help a group of kids who have always been hard to place: our older Foster
Youth. These youth, who have no appropriate relatives or adoptive resources, will now have the help of their CASA
Volunteer in addition to a new CASA Older Youth Specialist, who can help them secure housing, get health insurance,
find transportation, and continue their education and get a job. Now, even after they “age out” of the system, they have

someone to call, someone who cares.

CASA will continue to advocate for the best interests of ALL the children we serve. We could not do this work without

you. Thank you for your friendship and support.

With gratitude,

Wasttha, Genshun
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MESSAGE FROM BOARD PRESIDENT

As President of the Board of Directors
of Jackson County CASA, I am pleased to
report that CASA is making a difference in
the lives of abused and neglected children
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their homes due to abuse or neglect. These children benefited from the advocacy of 364
dedicated CASA Volunteers.

These Volunteers became the experts on their children’s cases. They attended trainings,
visited and assessed the children’s residential placements; talked to their teachers, social
workers, and therapists; and accompanied them when they had major medical procedures.
They also met with social workers and others to determine the best plans for these children,
and they communicated this information to the Family Court Commissioners and Judges.
Most of all, they listened to the children. They heard their fears, hopes, and dreams and
then conveyed them to the Court. As they worked they received extra training, support,
and guidance from the professional staff of Jackson County CASA.

Based on reports from our CASA staff, we learned of the critical need for additional
support for older youth who were aging out of foster care without permanent families. To
better serve these youth, CASA hired an Older Youth Specialist to work directly with the
youth and their Volunteer to help them plan for their medical needs, housing, employment,
and education. CASA Volunteers are now empowered to stay in contact with these youth
even after they leave the care of the Court, and these youth can continue to rely on CASA
for assistance with their transition to independent living. We are excited by the promise
this program has shown.

This is just one of the reasons the Jackson County CASA Board is committed to raising
resources, recruiting more volunteers, and maintaining staff to provide a trained advocate
for 1,200 children in 2016. This will bring us closer than ever to our goal of providing a
CASA Volunteer for more than 50% of the children in the Jackson County child welfare
system. We are confident that with the generous support of the caring people of Kansas
City and more people stepping up to be heroic CASA Volunteers, we will reach this goal.

With your help, Jackson County CASA will continue to improve the lives of the children
we serve, both now and in the future.

Collin Shomas



2015 YEAR-END RESULTS

Your generous support and thoughtful encouragement continue to mean a great deal to all of us at Jackson
County CASA. We had another record-breaking year — growing to serve 1,149 children in 2015. Here are our
year-end results:

We continue to advocate for permanent, safe homes
for our children. In 2015:

117

Overall we served CASA children

were adopted
1 ’1 4 9 or placed with

a permanent

0.0,

children, compared to 1,056 in guardian,
2014, an increase of 9%. compared to
100 last year.

All children assigned to CASA received skilled, passionate advocacy for
appropriate and timely medical, therapeutic, and educational resources.

We provided holiday gifts for 305 CASA children, as well as food
and basic hygiene items for their families. This is 61% more than

e dCcepiac Call .. the 190 children and families we helped in 2014.
assignments for

359

new children, the most in
our agency’s history. This is
7% more than our 336 new
children in 2014.

We again provided school supplies and age-appropriate
backpacks for over 100 school-age children in the fall.

We launched our new Program for Older Foster Youth
in September 2015:

CASA Case Supervisors and CASA Volunteers
have already served 160 youth 14 and older. This
is four times more older youth than we anticipated
serving with this program.

We trained

95

new CASA Volunteers
for a total number of already having significant success helping them identify goals, secure safe

Our new Case Supervisor for Older Foster Youth
(hired in September) has already taken on a
caseload of 29 teens and young adults. She is

364 active CASA

independent housing, begin seeking employment, and (where appropriate)
Volunteers.

begin the college search process.



THE NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS

Jackson County CASA offers a volunteer opportunity
like no other. As officers of the court, CASA Volunteers
are empowered to make a lifelong difference in the lives of
abused and neglected children.

In 2015, 364 CASA Volunteers advocated for 1,149 children
in Jackson County. While this is an impressive number,
hundreds more children remain on a waiting list for our
services.

Our Volunteers are an amazing force for good, but we need
more of them. In 2016, we hope to advocate for more than
1,200 children. With your help, we can reach that goal!

THE VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT

People who give their time to CASA come from many
different places. Some have years of education and
professional experience working for children and families.
Some have themselves grown up in the foster care system
and felt the anguish of having to move from home to home.

Being a CASA Volunteer does not require any special
education or background, simply the desire to help abused
and neglected children find safe, permanent homes.
Volunteer advocates are asked to dedicate themselves to a
case until it is closed (the average case lasts about one and
one half years). Advocates work in a team alongside their
CASA Case Supervisor and CASA Staff Attorney.

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BECOME A
CASA VOLUNTEER?

The first step is to meet with a CASA staff member to talk
about the program and complete an application.

In addition, every volunteer must pass a background
check and participate in an extensive training course.

After successfully completing the training, volunteers
are assigned their first case. A volunteer’s average time
commitment to a case is approximately 10 hours per month.

For more information on becoming a CASA Volunteer
please call (816) 984-8204, or visit us online at
www.jacksoncountycasa-mo.org.

2015 NEW VOLUNTEERS
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2015 Financial Information:

Total Programmatic Revenue: $2,249,868
$867,100
$110,331
$54,091
$199,356

$152,944
$82,917
$203,480

... $578,469

Foundation support

United Way/CFC donations
Corporate contributions
Individual and other donations
County government support
Federal /State program support
Special events

In-kind goods and services

Other

Total Expenses: $1,858,975

$1,517,816
$104,444
$236,715

@® Program services
@ Fundraising

O Administrative




The staff and board of Jackson County CASA extend our

sincerest gratitude to the following friends and supporters
who made our efforts in 2015 possible.
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Darvene Duvenci

Mary Ecklund

Adria Edwards

Fred Ellermeier

Ann Elyachar

John and Dana Enyart
Alison Erickson

Travis and Amy Erickson
Kathryn Evans

Barbara Fairchild

Maryann Fakhradeen
Joseph and Phyllis Fiedler
William and Katherine Finely
Helen Fisher

Brittany Fletcher

Renee and Tyrone Flowers
Ann Flynn

Lindsey Foat

Ann Friedman

Barb Friedmann

Cardell Frierson

Kathryn Fuger

Diane Fuller

Janea Gadelman

Emily Gairns

Trudi Galblum

Brian and Kelly Gallagher
Joshua Galler

Gabriel Ganga
Gardenhire, Kim

Ronald and Colleen Gardner
Jeremy Garrett

Suzanne Garrett

Jackie Garry and Shirley Freischer

Chandler Gassman
Chelsea Gassman
Barbara Gattermeir
Kristi Gaylord Lacy”
Matthew Gelsheimer
James Giles

Mark Gilgus

Katina Gill

Pamela Gillaspie
Jessica Gilmore

Rev. David and Kimiko Gilmore
Edwin Gladbach
Jennifer Glodowski
Luke Gnettermann
Gerald and Judy Godell
Michael Gonzalez

Alan Gorbet

Dana Gould

Ashley Grace

Gerald and Myra Gray

Laura Green

Tiffany Greene

David and Delores Gromes
Kyla Grove

Nicole Grund

Adrianna Guillen

Jamie Guillen

Annette Gutierrez

Eben and Heather Hall
Heather Hall

Rosemary Hall

Shelly Hall

Amanda Hallier

Laura Hambrecht

Pam and Jack Hamer
Joyce and James Haney
Janee and David Hanzlick
Michael and Whitney Hardin
C.F Harris

Erica Harrison

Joyce Hart

Julie and Gary Heckman
Steffany Hedenkamp
Bonnie Heenan

Kathleen Henderson
Miriam Hennosy

Anne Hershewe

Laura Higgins Tyler
Susanne Hill

Robert and Juana Hishaw
Meredith Hoberock
Jeanne Hoeft

Breana Hoener

John and Suzanne Holt
Carla Horn

Aaron and Cody Hoskins
Katherine Hubbard

Becky Hughes

William and Sheila Huigens
Courtney and Justin Hurley
Tia Hutcheson

Ashley Irwin

Mary and David Iseman
Winifred Jamieson

Debbie and James Janssens
Jennifer and George Jasper
Stefan and Emilee Jedlicka
Alyissa Johnson
Christopher Johnson
Deanna Johnson

Denise Johnson

Jane Johnson

Kassandra Johnson

Terrell Jolly

Brian and Patience Jones
Alfred Jordan

Steve Jorgensen
Elizabeth Judy

Krystal Kaufman

Roopa Khan

Anson Kibby

David Kies

Dionne King

Gene King and Sarah Ralph King

Shannon King

Carl Kirpes

Natasha Kirsch

Walter and Mary Kay Kisthardt
Richard and Betty Klein
Paul and Carol Klover
Ruth Knabel

Jordan Koenig

John Korschot

Barbara Kovacs

Jessica Krawcyzk

Bruce and Gayle Krigel
Bill Kubicki

Rosa Kuilan

Anne Ladd Bowen
Jeremy and Stephanie LaFaver
Jill Lamb

Mary Lampton

Eric Lanier

Ladonna Lavallee*

Jewell Lavender

Law Office of Tracy L. Barnes
Linda Lawrence

Tiffany Le Hamilton

Katie and Albert Lee
Marilyn Lee

Margaux Lemmones
Jennifer and Frank Leocardi
Blake and Amanda Leoni
Marquita Leverette

Robin Levine

Quinthea Lewis

Mary Lillis

Teresa Loar

Bridget Locke

Sarah Lodoly

Susana and Roger Loomis
Lucille Lowe

Pam Luby

Jenifer Lucas

Quinton Lucas

Lund Law Offices, LLC
Chris Lynberg

Betsy Lynch
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Sharon Lynch

Charles and Diane Macheers
Anna Magruder

Martin Maguire
Kathleen Mahoney
Jeremy Mai and Amanda Hostetler
Mary Beth and Pete Majors
Patrick Manasse

Mindi ManWarren
Marilyn Arnold Designs
Mariann Maring

Jody Marshall
Honorable Gene Martin
Lindsay Mathews

Mark Mattison

Patrick May

Francie Mayer

Amy McAnarney

James and Darla McBee
Byron McCallum

Keema McCoy

Carolyn McDaniel

Randy McDermott

J. Mark McDowell
Michael McHugh
Jonathan McKinzie
Katherine McLaughlin
Matthew McLaughlin
Craig McMonigle

Lisa McRae*

Karl and Peggy Melton
Joseph Mendez

Jay and Symie Menitove
Alexis Meredith

Lori Mergner

Patrick Meyer

Derrick Miller

Lindsey Miller

Marilyn Mineart

Melinda Minks

Connie Mithelavage
David and Lisa Mizell
Sheila Montgomery Park
Lorraine Moore

Marlene and Patrick Moore
Grace Moorning

Cheryl Moran

Ronald Morris

Michelle Morse

Terri Mueller

Joan Mullins*

Katherine Myers

Eric Myser

Julie Nelson Meers and Sam Meers

Cory Nelson
Adriane New
Cynthia Newenhouse
Julie and Rick Nobles
David and Jennifer Nolen
Kiara Ohle
Richard Optican
Phil Otto
Jennifer Owen
Demetra Pace
Gary and Marilyn Parker
William and Rochelle Parker
Naimish and Sangita Patel
Nick Peasley
Judith Peery
Stephen and Janet Peters
Steve Peters
Commissioner Martina Peterson
Evelyn Peterson
Donnell Phillips and

Markelia Eldridge-Phillips
Jennifer Phillips
Rev. Laura Phillips
Elizabeth Pierson
Michelle Pond
Nathan Porter
John Powell and Gail Hills
Alyssa and Samuel Prasil
Patricia and Bill Preston
Carolyn Pritchett
Jeffrey and Jessica Ralston
Teresa Ramos-Rangel
Karen Read
Jermaine Reed
Lynette Reed”
Krystina Reese
Deborah Rhodes and Anthony Harris
Russell Ritter and Susan Newsam
Kathy Rodgers
Rebecca Roeber
Karen and Doug Rogers
Laura Rogers
Donna Romans
Katie Rooney
Alexis Rothenberg
Vicky Roy
Sandra Ruckh
Dan and Robin Ryan
Reid Samuel
Aaron Samulcek and Caryne Roey
Sydney Sanders
Joanne Sandorfi and Christian Curry
Edward Scanlon
Paul and Jeanne Scheuerman

Marilyn Schieder
Kristi Schlake
Allison Schnitker
Tim Schulte
Nacente Seabury
Kennedy Sears
Rachel and Rudy Segobia
Scott and Kendee Seymour
John Sharp
Linda and James Shay
Mary Elizabeth Shenk*
Max and Diane Sherman
Deborah Shouse and Ron Zoglin
Karina Shreefer
Lisa Sicola
Sarah Sifers
Casey Simmons
Amy Slattery
Erika Slinker
Donald and Janet Smith
Helen Smith
Martha Smith
Mary Smith
Sandra Smith*
Patricia Smithson
Laurie Snell
Tori Snowden
Sarah Sonnenfeld
Jonathan Soper
Sheila Speake
Donald Spenner and

Ruth Rabalias-Spenner
Delna Stafford-Gray
Erin Stegman
Nicole and Louis Stejskal
Becky Stiger
Lori Stipp
Stacey Stonebraker
Dennis and Patricia Stratton
Stephanie Stribrny
Traci Strickert
Stephen and Bree Sturner
Meredith Suarez
Kayla and Bradley Sullivan
Allyson Summers
Sunshine Club
Adriana Tallman
Amanda Tamayo and Jeffrey O'Neill
Andrew Tate
Dawn Taylor
Claire Terrebonne
Maurice and Kathleen Terrebonne
Ann and Robert Thomas
Brian Thomas

James Thomas and Shawn Thomas

Tania Thomas

Vonda Thompson

Courtney Thurston

James and Ada Diane Tomlinson

Julie Towner

Mark and Rhonda Trosen

Diana Turner

Sherrell Tyree

Steve Uhlmansiek

United Way of Bluegrass

Kelly Untereker Lucke and
Griffin Lucke

Louis and Katherine Van Horn

Emily VanArsdale

Sandra VanWagner

Lakshmi Venkitachalam

The VFW

Angela Viehland

Courtney Wachal

Maryfrances Wagner

Caroline and John Wake

Jamie Walker

Shelly Walker

M.L. Wallace and A.E. Wallace

Carl and Marisel Walston

Jacquelyn Ward

Tim Ware

Kari Waring

Tobin and Teresa Warriner

Gerri Webster

Hashina Webster

Jessica Wengronowitz

Angela Werkowitch

Julie Wesley

Timothy West

Jennifer Wewers

Kathy While

Lisa Whittington*

Joni Wickham

Howard and Mary Wilkens

Joe Willerth

Richard Wills

Amy Winterscheidt

Mary Witters

Mary Witthar

Melanie Woods

Robyn Wright

Jules Zadoo

Jeffrey Zimmerman

*Some or all of the donation received
through the United Way Donor
Designated Campaign.

We regret any errors or ommissions.
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